
 

 
 

 

May 31, 2011 

 
Hot Springs County, Wyoming 

  

 

   

    This plan developed by the Hot Springs County CWPP Operating Group in cooperation with: 

                              Technical Forestry Services, LLC 
                               6628 W. Riverside Dr. 

                              Casper, Wyoming 82604 
                                www.wytfs.com  

                         

http://www.wytfs.com/


 

  

 

Table of Contents 

Section                                        Page 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY .................................................................................................................. 5 

2.0 INTRODUCTION ................................................................................................................................ 6 

2.1 BACKGROUND .................................................................................................................................. 10 

2.2 WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE ....................................................................................................... 10 

2.3 COMMUNITY-AT-RISK ...................................................................................................................... 10 

2.4 FOREST HEALTH.............................................................................................................................. 10 

2.4.1 Fire Regime and Condition Class .............................................................................................................................. 12 

2.4.2 Riparian Areas .......................................................................................................................................................... 12 

2.5 RELEVANT FIRE POLICIES ............................................................................................................... 12 

2.5.1 State Policies ............................................................................................................................................................ 12 

2.5.2 Federal Policies ........................................................................................................................................................ 13 

2.5.2.1 Bureau of Land Management – Worland Field Office .............................................................................................................. 13 

2.5.2.2 Shoshone National Forest 2011 Fire Management Plan (FMP) ............................................................................................ 13 

2.5.2.3 The National Fire Plan (NFP) .................................................................................................................................................. 13 

2.5.3 Other Polices and Coordinating Groups .................................................................................................................... 14 

2.6 EXISTING FIRE CONTROL DOCUMENTS ........................................................................................... 15 

3.0 COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION ....................................................................................................... 16 

3.1 WILDLAND-URBAN INTERFACE (WUI)/COMMUNITY-AT-RISK (CAR) DELINEATION PROCESS....... 16 

3.2 COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION ............................................................................................................. 17 

4.0 COMMUNITY ASSESSMENT ......................................................................................................... 18 

4.1 HSCCWPP FINAL WUI RATING .................................................................................................... 19 

4.1.1 Fire Hazard .............................................................................................................................................................. 21 

4.1.2  Fire Occurrence ....................................................................................................................................................... 21 

4.1.3 Community Rating Scorecard .................................................................................................................................... 21 

4.1.4 Emergency Management Capabilities ........................................................................................................................ 22 

4.1.5 Values-at-risk ............................................................................................................................................................ 22 

4.1.5.1 Wildlife habitat ....................................................................................................................................................................... 22 

4.1.6 HSCCWPP Final WUI Rating ................................................................................................................................... 23 

5.0 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REDUCING RISK OF CATASTROPHIC FIRE ......................... 24 

5.1 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR LAND TREATMENTS ................................................................................ 24 



 

  

5.1.1 Shaded fuel breaks .................................................................................................................................................... 25 

5.1.2 Selective Tree Harvest: .............................................................................................................................................. 26 

5.1.3 Clearcut/Patch Cuts/Group Selection ........................................................................................................................ 27 

5.1.4 Aspen Release ........................................................................................................................................................... 28 

5.1.5 Pre-commercial/Commercial/Brush Reduction/Hand Thinning: ................................................................................. 28 

5.1.6 Prescribed Fire ......................................................................................................................................................... 28 

5.1.7 Riparian Area Fuels Modifications ............................................................................................................................ 29 

5.1.8 Miscellaneous ........................................................................................................................................................... 30 

5.2 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR REDUCING STRUCTURAL IGNITABILITY ................................................. 30 

5.3 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR PROMOTING PUBLIC OUTREACH ............................................................ 30 

5.4 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT SERVICES .................................................. 30 

5.5 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR POLICY CHANGES ................................................................................... 31 

5.6 ENCOURAGE LOCAL WOOD PRODUCTS INDUSTRY .......................................................................... 31 

5.7 MISCELLANEOUS ............................................................................................................................. 31 

6.0 MONITORING AND ASSESSING FOREST AND RANGELAND HEALTH .............................. 32 

7.0 DECLARATION OF AGREEMENT AND CONCURRENCE ....................................................... 35 

8.0 LITERATURE CITED ...................................................................................................................... 37 

9.0 APPENDIXES .................................................................................................................................... 39 

 Appendix 1 - Field Guidance. Identifying and Prioritizing Communities-at-risk……………………….39 

 Appendix 2 - Community Scorecard Template………………………………………………………….45 

 Appendix 3 - Sage Grouse Lek Locations Map and Areas of Special Interest (ACEC and WSA) Map..48 

 Appendix 4 - Historical Fire Occurrence Map…………………………………………………………..49 

 
LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 1. Hot Springs County CWPP Project Area Map ..................................................................................... 6 

Figure 2. Wyoming Game and Fish cabin in the Upper Grass Creek CAR ......................................................... 7 

Figure 3. Hot Spring County CWPP Base Map .................................................................................................. 8 

Figure 4. Bark beetle trees in a WUI in the Upper Grass Creek CAR ............................................................... 11 

Figure 5. Cabin in the Vass Creek drainage with the Washakie Needles in the background. ............................. 16 

Figure 6. Community-at-risk Analysis Process................................................................................................. 18 



 

  

 

LIST OF TABLES 

Table 1. HSCCWPP Final WUI Rating ............................................................................................................ 19 

 
 

Acknowlegements 

The development of this plan relied on efforts from the following individuals: Jay Duvall, Hot 

Springs County Fire Warden; Clint Dawson, Shoshone National Forest;  Dan Webber and 

Judy Carswell, Hot Springs County Assessor’s Office;  Jim Cowger, Tim Anderson and Ray 

Baird, Hot Springs County Rural Fire Protection District;  Mark Collins, Thermopolis Fire 

Chief;  Paul Morency and Brian Russell, Wyoming State Forestry Division; Marvin Andreen, 

Hot Springs Weed & Pest Director (ret.); Eve Warren and Rance Neighbors, Bureau of Land 

Management;  Chris Weydeveld and George Wynn, Technical Forestry Services, LLC. 



















http://www.blm.gov/wy/st/en/programs/Planning/rmps/bighorn/docs.html
http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/shoshone/fire/


http://slf-web.state.wy.us/forestry/adobe/miniplan.pdf
http://slf-web.state.wy.us/forestry/adobe/miniplan.pdf






http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Technical/efotg/
http://www.wrcc.dri.edu/
























http://slf-web.state.wy.us/forestry/adobe/bmp1-20.pdf














Admin
Placed Image

Admin
Placed Image



http://www.fs.fed.us/r2/fhm/reports/be_r2-04-01.pdf
http://www.blm.gov/pgdata/etc/medialib/blm/wy/programs/fire/cyfo.Par.4268.File.dat/finalreport.pdf
http://www.nifc.gov/stats/wildlandfirestats.html
http://slf-web.state.wy.us/forestry/adobe/miniplan.pdf
http://slf-web.state.wy.us/forestry/adobe/miniplan.pdf


http://www.fs.fed.us/fire/management/policy.html

























